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WORLD THEATRE DAY 2022
Presenting Artists (listed in alphabetical order)
Angie Descalzi (Spanish)
Originally from Quito Ecuador, Angie is an award-winning Latinx producer
and arts administrator living and working on Coast Salish Territories. She
holds a BA in Applied Theatre from VIU and an Advanced Certificate in Arts &
Entertainment Management from Capilano University. Since graduation, she
has worked with a variety of theatre companies and festivals in Vancouver and
has been involved in the inception of initiatives such as CultureBrew.art and
CALTAC, which aim to advocate, celebrate, and support IBPOC artists. After
working in the theatre sector for over a decade, Angie is excited to start a new
adventure in film/tv working at Lucas Talent with the amazing Kim Barsanti.
Onwards!

Aastrid R. Evensen (ASL)
Aastrid Evensen has been an ASL instructor for over 30 years, working in VCC’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing and
ASL & Deaf Studies departments, as well as Douglas College’s Interpreting Program. She has been a poet since
she was in her late teens but picked up on her skills while attending Gallaudet University. She also works as a
registered Deaf Interpreter (DI) and informally learned this skill as a child when other Deaf students could not
understand their hearing teacher speaking.
Professionally, she’s worked as a DI since her twenties. She is a fierce advocate and is heavily involved in
the Deaf community, having served board positions in several organizations: the BC Deaf Sports Federation,
NorWest Deaf Outdoors Club, Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf and its BC chapter: BCCSD, Deaf Children’s
Society, and is an International Member for the World Federation of the Deaf. Her other interests include
gardening, walking, cooking up a storm, and hanging out with her grandson.

Warren Kimmel (Afrikaans)
Warren was born in South Africa. He trained at the Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art in London. Warren has performed extensively in the UK, Europe, and South
Africa. He has been seen locally in Mamma Mia (Bill), Merchant of Venice
(Shylock), Fiddler on the Roof (Tevye), Billy Elliot (Dad), Les Miserables (Javert),
My Fair Lady (Henry Higgins), Mary Poppins (Mr. Banks), Next to Normal
(Dan), Tuesdays with Morrie (Mitch). Warren is thrilled to be part of this
wonderful international event. More about Warren than anyone requires is at
warrenkimmel.com.

France Perras (French)
France Perras is a creator by nature. An actor, first and foremost, she has been
seen on stage at Théâtre la Seizième for the past 25 years. She is the recipient
of two Jessie Richardson Theatre Awards in the Outstanding Performance
category. On screen, you may have seen her on The Good Doctor or Bletchley
Circle: San Francisco and numerous other Vancouver productions. When
not on stage or screen, France can be found behind the microphone voicing
TV and Radio Spots in both English and French (Allwest Insurance, The JCC,
Bridgestone) or announcing live at opening and closing ceremonies across
Canada. (Canada Summer and Winter Games, etc). France is also a producer
and a creative gatherer. She has started festivals, websites, and theatre
collectives and is constantly trying to find ways to connect people through art. For more info, demos, pics, visit
her website: www.franceperras.com
Tom Picket (English)
Tom Picket has appeared in numerous Vancouver theatre productions and makes
his seventh season appearance at Bard on the Beach in Harlem Duet. His recent
film/tv credits include the tailor on The Good Doctor, 27 Hour Day (Hallmark) and
Christmas Time Is Here (GAC). Tom received a Jessie Richardson Award for Best
Supporting Actor, role of Sam in Master Harold and the Boys (Director: Morris
Ertman/Pacific Theatre) Tom hails from Berkeley, California and now resides in
Tsawwassen, BC.

Salim Rahemtulla (Gujarati)
Salim Rahemtulla was born in Kampala and moved to Canada in 1974, after
graduation in Computer Science from the University of Manchester, England.
Retired in 2019 and with encouragement from his children, he has found the
time to pursue his passion for creative writing. His first foray into theatre was
playing ‘Whale’ in Jonah and the Whale at the Aga Khan School Kampala in
the late 1960s. He has just finished the script on his first play, 90 Days, which
is about the traumatic 90-day period in which all non-indigenous countrymen
of Uganda were expelled by dictator Idi Amin. It draws on Salim’s memories
of growing up in Uganda in a modest family of nine siblings who became
separated after the expulsion. He is also currently writing short stories and his
memoirs that he hopes to publish soon. He lives in Vancouver with his wife and four children.

Olesia Shewchuk (Ukrainian)
Olesia is an actor, award-winning filmmaker, composer, writer, and classically
trained singer and dancer and pianist. Favorite stage roles include Desdemona
in Goodnight, Desdemona (United Players), title role in The Merry Widow (North
Shore Light Opera), Fraulein Kost in Cabaret (Royal City Musical Theatre), Lalume
in Kismet (in concert with New Westminster Symphony Orchestra), Guinevere in
Camelot (Deep Cove Theatre), and Laura/Christine/Joanne in Lion in the Streets
(Resonance Theatre).
Her most recent screen roles include the TV shows Siren, Kung Fu, Family Law,
Debris, and The Order, as well as the short film The Perfect Spot, for which she also
composed, film edited, co-wrote, and co-produced with Vibrant House Productions. Olesia has been writing and
composing a feature length musical with the “Writing in the Wings” writing residencies at The Arts Club Theatre. She
currently teaches a Short Film Lab and co-hosts a weekly writer’s accountability drop-in, Write on the Clock.
www.olesia.ca

Xwechtaal Dennis Joseph (Skwxwú7mesh - Squamish)
Xwechtaal Dennis Joseph is a traditionally trained speaker in the Coast Salish
Longhouse. He is deeply involved in many Traditional Cultural and Spiritual
activities including Tribal Journeys and supporting families in times of loss. Among
others, he attributes his teachings primarily to Coast Salish Elders. He worked for
Squamish Nation for 40 years, 28 of them as an elected representative.
Dennis is an accomplished musician. He is co-founding member of the rock and
blues group Bitterly Divine. A few years ago, he joined the rocking group Whyte
Feather, formed in 1968, who currently have a documentary on them in the works.
More recently, he formed a group with his Haida Gwaii brother Jamie Thomson
whose music is based on their respective Cultures. For last year and a half, he has been Cultural Advisor/Elder to Full
Circle Performances / Talking Stick Festival founded by recent Order of Canada recipient Actor Margo Kane.

Maki Yi (Korean)
Maki is a performer and playwright, with a BFA in Theatre Performance from
University of Regina and an MFA in Interdisciplinary Studies from Simon Fraser
University. Her work focuses on autobiographic solo plays, such as Home of My
Soul, Gramma, and Suitcase Stories. Maki is currently playing Umma in Kim’s
Convenience at Arts Club. She is an associate artist of Pacific Theatre as well as
a member of Asian Theatre Working Group under International Federation of
Theatre Research.

